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the Escurial, situated on the outskirts of the bleak Castilian
plain, to which he had transferred his new capital city of
Madrid.
Henceforth the riches of three continents and the man-power
of an entire nation were to be used to curb the aggressions of
the unbelievers, the Protestants of the north, the Mohammedans
of the south. The Spanish people, changed by seven centuries of
religious warfare into a race in whose eyes the supernatural had
become the natural, willingly obeyed their royal master. And
they bled to death in the attempt just as they impoverished them-
selves by growing too rich.
The Iberian peninsula made the Spanish people what they
are to-day. Can the Spanish people now turn round and after
centuries of neglect change the Iberian peninsula into what they
want it to be, regardless of the past and with only an eye to the
future?
They are trying, and in some cities they are trying very hard.
But what a job! What a job!